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HISTORICAL
FEATURE OF

THE WEEK The’Trialand IESO'ape ofl DecMatthe

The Town of Burgaw was a busy little town on Tuesday May 6, 1879 as people from all around came to hear
trial of Doc Matthews. He was charged with attempting to obstruct safe passage of a train by removing spike
rail roadbed and taking up the track. The chief witness in the case was Henry Brannock who witnessed first
Matthews cutting away the crboes and tearing up the spikes. Doc was sent to jail to wait for Superior Cc
reconvene on June 20, 1879 in lieu of a $200 ball. It was believed at the time that Doc was also responsible f
failed attempts to wreck a train within the previous year. On the evening of Wednesday May 7, 1879, Doc es
the Burgaw jail. All efforts were made to recapture Doc, but he eluded arrest. Late September 1879, Sherri
received information that Doc was in Onslow County at the house of Frank Thomson. Two Deputies wer:
Onslow County to arrest Doc. He was easily arrested while he was shelling corn in a barn on the morning of
25, 1879. This time, Doc was placed in jail in Wilmington to await the next term of the Pender County Superio
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