Our Town
Weekly Update

Town Calendar

DECEMBER 28-31, 2020

The Town of Burgaw wishes everyone
a healthy, prosperous and
Happy New Year!

December 31 | 6:00 PM
New Year’s Eve Blueberry
Drop (Virtual event)

Take a look inside this edition for
our 2020 Year In Review.

January 1
New Year’s Day
Town offices closed

Town administrative offices will be
closed Friday, January 1, 2021

January 7 | 8:30 AM
Tourism Development
Authority Meeting
January 11 | 5:30 PM
Parks & Recreation Advisory
Committee Meeting

January 12 | 4:30 PM*
Board of Commissioners
Meeting
*Note: New meeting time

Bring in the New Year by watching our 3rd
Annual New Year’s Eve Blueberry Drop
Don't forget to join us this evening for our 3rd
Annual Blueberry Drop featuring Burgaw native
and host for WWAY, Jeff Rivenbark. The event will
begin at 6:00pm and can be viewed at
burgawblueberrydrop.com.
Lots of great prizes will be available throughout
the night thanks to our 2020 sponsors. Make sure
to register before or during the event by visiting
the link above.
Special thanks to Pender County, Pender County
Tourism, Pender County Parks & Recreation, and
the North Carolina Blueberry Festival for all of their
hard work on this event.

JOIN US TONIGHT

6:00 PM | BurgawBlueberryDrop.com

Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Applications Now Being Accepted
The Town of Burgaw is currently accepting applications for a vacancy on the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Committee. Applicants must be residents of the corporate limits of Burgaw. Members of this
committee shall have the primary responsibility of collaboration with the Parks and Recreation Director
for future capital projects as well as special events related to parks and recreation.
Application may be downloaded from our website at burgawnc.gov or picked up at Town Hall.
Completed applications must be submitted to Town Clerk Kristin Wells at 109 N Walker Street, Burgaw,
NC 28425.
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YEAR IN REVIEW
New Year…New Hope…New Tomorrow
As a year comes to a close, it is customary to look back and reflect on all that has happened. As we began 2020, we had no idea what was
in store for our Town, County, State, and Country. A time where masks are the normal attire. This year has been filled with ups and
downs as we have battled this global pandemic. Our thoughts and prayers are with each and every person affected by COVID-19. We are
hopeful for a brighter new year as we enter 2021. Words cannot express the thanks we have for our “essential personnel”. Whether you
are a healthcare provider, teacher, grocery store worker, firefighter, law enforcement officer, public works employee, custodian, or any
other person working to get us through, we are grateful for your service.
Even as we have faced unknown challenges this year, we still strive to turn the challenges into opportunities. This
year, the Town of Burgaw has continued to make our community better. Here are just a few things we have
accomplished or are currently working on…(1) Implemented Changes and Procedures due to the COVID-19
Pandemic; (2) Selected a Firm and Began the US Highway 117 Sewer Expansion Project; (3) Received a Grant to
Fully Fund the Courthouse Avenue Streetscape Master Plan; (4) Selected a Firm and Began
the Courthouse Avenue Streetscape Master Plan; (5) Installed Decorative Lampposts along
the NC Highway 53 Corridor; (6) Developed a Pocket Park on Town-owned Property on
Wright St; (7) Began the Re-write Process for the Town’s Unified Development
Ordinances; (8) Continued with the Dilapidated Structure Project; (9) Completed Design
Work on Old EMS Building Renovations; (10) Completed a Fire Department Expansion
adding Bunk Rooms and Offices; (11) Purchased Extrication Equipment for the Fire
Department; (12) Purchased New Body Worn Cameras and Implemented Video Management System for the
Police Department; (13) Performed Inflow & Infiltration Study; (14) Created an Adopt-A-Park Program; (15) Activated the Emergency
Operations Center for Hurricane Isaias; (16) Continued Events & Programs by Developing Virtual Solutions; and (17) Provided an Incentive
Opportunity for Local Industry Expansion.
Again, as 2020 has brought so many challenges, strains, and emotions, we are hopeful that 2021 will be a great year, as we continue to
put one foot in front of the other, and work towards a better tomorrow. Town Staff is currently preparing for our annual budget
preparation season and will be working with our Commissioners to set the goals, objectives, and priorities for the upcoming fiscal year.
We are excited and ready for another productive year in Burgaw.

Happy New Year from the Town of Burgaw staff!

N O T I C E O F P U B L I C H E AR I N G S
Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 5:30 PM (or thereabout) | Historic Train Depot, 115 S. Dickerson Street
Public Hearing #1 Consideration of a major subdivision preliminary plat application for Section 1 of Stapleton Place Subdivision a 15.02-acre tract
containing twenty-six lots located across the street from Linda Lane, off NC Hwy 117, zoned R-7 –CZ1 and further identified as part of parcel
identification number 3239-01-1907-0000. This public hearing was tabled from the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting held on December 8,
2020.
Public Hearing #2 Consideration of a major subdivision preliminary plat for Section 2 of Stapleton Place Subdivision a 34.61-acre tract containing one
hundred and two lots located across the street from Linda Lane, off NC Hwy 117, zoned R-7 - CZ1 and further identified as part of parcel
identification number 3239-01-1907-0000. This public hearing was tabled from the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting held on December 8,
2020.
Public Hearing #3 Consideration of a major subdivision preliminary plat for Linda Lane Land Division, an eight-lot single-family subdivision, located
between Linda Lane and Whrens Street on two parcels containing 3.62-acres. The proposed subdivision will be located off Linda Lane and Whrens
Street zoned R-12 and further identified as parcel number(s) 3239-61-8269-0000 and 3229-61-7439-0000.
Public Hearing #4 Consideration of a new Unified Development Ordinance mandated by the new North Carolina General Statute 160D.
Visit www.BurgawNC.gov for more information regarding the above Public Hearings. All interested parties are invited to attend, written and oral comments are welcome.
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YEAR IN REVIEW
Parks & Recreation Department
"Recreation is a public trust
which encourages everyone to
live a healthier, happier life. As
professionals, it is our goal to
fulfill this trust"
- Charles A. Vincent, Superintendent
of Recreation for Greenville
Recreation & Parks.

What a year 2020 has been, one that we likely will never forget. Though challenging, 2020 has been a
historic year on numerous levels for our community. The COVID-19 pandemic stirred up the creative
and innovative nature of parks and recreation and brought a new meaning of what it is to recreate.
Despite the restrictions, cancellations, and virtual offerings that now seem like the new norm, our
department was amazed by the public’s willingness to participate. We our overwhelmed by the
memories we have made together in 2020 and look forward to continuing to serve this community for
many years to come.

Happy New Year from the Burgaw Parks & Recreation Department!

Courthouse Avenue Improvement Project
In the late spring, WithersRavenel, consultants for the Courthouse Avenue project,
completed an owner survey of the project area and a topographic survey. Also, in
the first quarter of this fiscal year, WithersRavenel worked on gathering land
development data, environmental –site visit & analysis. Because of working with
COVID, the public input kick off meeting was scheduled on October 28, 2020.
On October 28th, 2020, a series of meetings were
held in the historic Burgaw Depot to gather input for
the Courthouse Avenue Master Plan. The morning
session included meetings with four stakeholder
groups, and the evening session was held during a
Town Meeting that was open to the public. In all
meetings, the design team provided an overview of
the project study area and its importance to the
development of Burgaw. Stakeholders were requested to provide their thoughts
on the Town’s current strengths and challenges, opportunities for improvement,
and examples of other municipalities that can be
emulated. At the public meeting, attendees were
invited to provide their feedback in an open-house
format. Stations were available with base maps,
photographs of the existing conditions, and a visual
preference exercise. Town staff, Officials, and
WithersRavenel staff were available at each station to
answer questions and encourage participants to
provide comments.
The design team has compiled all of the feedback received from the October 28th
kick off meeting, as well as from the survey that was posted during the fall of the
year. On January 7, 2021, the designers with WithersRavenel will hold an Open
House beginning at 5:30 PM for the public to drop-by to see the concepts of what
Burgaw’s Courthouse Avenue could look like in the future. Town citizens and
business owners are encouraged to stop by and share their thoughts.
For more information regarding the Courthouse Avenue Improvement Project, you may contact the Town’s Planning Director, Andrea
Correll, at 910-663-3451 or acorrell@burgawnc.gov.

Our
Town
Weekly Update

DECEMBER 28-31, 2020 • Page 4

2020

YEAR IN REVIEW
Burgaw Fire Department
In January, the Department hired two new full time Firefighter / Apparatus Operators, enabling us to have
a minimum of one employee on site 24 hour per day, 7 days per week. With this, we have reduced our
response times, specifically at night. In March, we added Amkus® extrication equipment to Squad 15, our
2001 Pierce Engine. These tools are battery powered, thus there is no range restriction on how close they
have to be to the Squad, and we have the capability to use the cutter and the spreader simultaneously.
Additionally, Pender EMS and Fire is allowing us to use some of their rescue
struts for vehicle stabilization. March also saw our first operational changes due
to COVID-19. Training and inspections were paused, social distancing was
enforced, and face masks became a part of our daily lives. In April, we participated in a parade around town
to show our support for the frontline workers in our community. In the summer, we moved into our newly
renovated fire station. We created two offices and three bunk rooms in what used to be the Town Board
room. We now have 12 bunks instead of two. This also allowed the Police Department to take over the old
Fire Chief’s office and old bunk room to create offices for their supervisors.
Hurricane Isaias came in August. We were extremely lucky with the limited amount of damage in Town and in the Pender Central Fire
District. Also, as we now had the increase sleeping spaces, we had room for our members without
having to use cots. For Halloween, we held our annual Trick-or-Treat in front of the Fire Station. We
changed how we handed out candy to ensure we were doing all we could do to still have the event, and
to keep children and families safe. In the fall, we added four volunteers. Three were new to the
Department, while one returned after a seven year break in service. Our last event of the year was a
Facebook® live Christmas music presentation. This had two of our members, Shack Humphrey and Earl
Brown playing music with two guest performers. To date, over 11,000 people have watched some or all
of this presentation on YouTube®.
As of December 31st, we have responded to 611 incidents. This is the lowest amount of annual calls since 2013. We attribute the drop
in incidents to the initial shutdowns associated to COVID-19, as February through July were much lower than our historical averages.

From all of us at the Burgaw Fire Department, we hope you have a safe New Year, and we
look forward to being here to serve you in 2021!

Push the button first!

Pedestrian safety at Crosswalks has been a
topic of concern in the Town of Burgaw. By NC General
Statute 20-173, any driver of a vehicle upon a highway
shall yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing a
highway within a clearly marked crosswalk or within
any unmarked crosswalk at or near an intersection.
Please stay alert to those who are walking in our town,
especially those utilizing our beautiful Osgood Canal
Greenway and Urban Trail.

Safety is a top priority for the town. The
Rapid Flashing Beacons were installed
to assist our residents with crossing our
streets safely. These will only work if you
push the button.
We would like to remind our pedestrians
and bikers to press the button before
crossing the street. As always, please
remember to look for traffic before
crossing.

Our
Town
Weekly Update

DECEMBER 28-31, 2020 • Page 5

2020

YEAR IN REVIEW
Burgaw Police Department
New Initiatives during the year:

•
•
•
•
•

Community, Policing, and Race Relations (CPR) monthly meeting to provide transparency and
discussions between law enforcement and our citizens.
Partnership with the Mount Calvary University Social Justice Task Force and Sub-Committees.
Establishment of a Police Advisory Board to foster working relationships between the department
and town citizens.
Implementation of new Mobil Data Terminals (MDT's) to further technology upgrades and meet
COVID protocols.
Installation of new camera software and issuance of the new WatchGuard body worn cameras.

Continued Community Outreach Programs:

•
•
•

Cram the Cruiser school supply drive. Supplies were packed into bookbags and provided to area youth and
Burgaw Schools.
R.U. Okay? Program. We currently have 19 citizens on the program who receive weekly phone calls and support
from officers.
Shop with a Cop. Officers and town staff shopped for Christmas gifts and meals for 9 area families this year.

We would like to say THANK YOU to all of our sponsors for the Cram the Cruiser, RUOkay?, and Shop with a Cop
programs. Without the generous contributions and support from our local citizens and businesses, we would not
be able to provide needed assistance to our friends and families.
The Police Department had an increase of over 475 reported OCA#'s (case number) this year. Officers get a case
number assigned for incident reports, arrests, citations, and property sheets. This is a 27% increase over
2019. Not only has it been a unique year with the COVID-19 pandemic, we have had a busy year in the town.

2021 Town of Burgaw Meeting Schedule
To the right are the 2021 regularly scheduled meeting days and times
for all Town Boards and Committees.
All meetings will be held at the Historic Train Depot, located at 115 S.
Dickerson Street, Burgaw, unless otherwise posted.

Board of Commissioners Meetings
Second Tuesday of every month | 4:30 PM
Public Forum/Public Hearings at 5:30 PM

Planning & Zoning Board Meetings
Third Thursday of every month | 5:30 PM

Meeting agendas can be found on the town’s website at
BurgawNC.gov.

Burgaw Area Tourism Development Authority
First Thursday of every month | 8:30 AM

Notices for cancelations and special called meetings will be posted on
the town’s website and weekly newsletter when necessary.
For questions or assistance, please contact the Town Clerk at
910-663-3441 or kwells@burgawnc.gov.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee
Second Monday of January, March, May, July, September,
November | 5:30 PM
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Upcoming
Recycling
Pick-up
Schedule

REMI NDER FROM
T O W N S T AF F

January 6
West Side
January 13
East Side
January 20
West Side
January 27
East Side
February 3
West Side
February 10
East Side

We have a
Historical
Downtown Burgaw
Self-Guided
Walking Tour! Stop
by Town Hall to
pick one up and
take a stroll
through our
beautiful town!

February 17
West Side
February 24
East Side
March 3
West Side
March 10
East Side

2021 Recycling
Calendars now available
at Town Hall and online!

Office Hours
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Monday-Friday

We ask all visitors
to wear a face
covering while
visiting town
facilities.
When possible, please
conduct business over
the phone or by email.
If you are sick, please
do not visit town
facilities and call 2592151 for assistance.

March 31
West Side
April 7
East Side
April 14
West Side

Mayor
Kenneth T. Cowan
Mayor Pro Tem
Wilfred Robbins
Commissioners
Jan Dawson
James Murphy
Bill George
Vernon Harrell
Town Manager
James H. Gantt
Town Clerk
Kristin J. Wells
Town Attorney
Zachary Rivenbark

March 17
West Side
March 24
East Side

Town Hall
109 N. Walker St.
Burgaw, NC 28425
910-259-2151
mail@burgawnc.gov
www.burgawnc.gov

Burgaw Public Works
EMERGENCY RESPONSE PHONE
# 910-470-0457
REMINDER:

This phone is only answered after hours, 4:30PM- 7:30AM and is for water
and sewer emergencies only. Unless Public Works has been giving prior
notice we cannot turn your water on due to non-payment shut off.

IN THE KNOW
We encourage everyone to enroll with “Notify Me” on our website
to receive the weekly newsletter directly to your email and/or via
text message. There are also options for enrolling to receive
emergency notifications or when special events are added to our
online calendar. For assistance, please contact the Town Clerk at
910-663-3441 or email kwells@burgawnc.gov.

Visit our website at BurgawNC.gov

