Our Town
Weekly Update

Town Calendar
October 28 | 5:30 PM
Special Board of Commissioners
Meeting
November 3
Election Day
November 5 | 8:30 AM
Tourism Development Authority
Meeting
November 9 | 5:30 PM
Parks & Recreation Advisory
Committee Meeting
November 10 | 4:00 PM
Board of Commissioners
Meeting
November 11
Veterans Day
Town offices closed

OCTOBER 19-23, 2020

Burgaw Wants Your Input!
The planning and design of improvements for Courthouse Avenue has
begun! The purpose of the project is to improve the connection
between the historic Railroad Depot, the Courthouse and all of
Downtown by creating a safe, walkable environment that has great
access and creates a unique event space.
The Town of Burgaw invites residents and
downtown business owners to the Historic
Train Depot on October 28, 2020, beginning
at 5:30 PM, to meet with the design team,
the Town Board of Commissioners and town
staff and to share your thoughts and ideas
for the project.
We ask all attendees to wear a mask and practice social
distancing. For questions about the project, you may
contact the Town’s Planning Director, Andrea Correll, at
663-3451 or acorrell@burgawnc.gov.

All town meetings are held at
the Historic Train Depot,
located at 115 S. Dickerson
Street, unless otherwise noted.

NOTI CE OF PUB LI C H E ARI NGS
Mark your
calendars!

Holiday
Events

The following public hearings will be held on Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 5:30 PM (or thereabout) during the
regular Board of Commissioners Meeting at the Historic Train Depot, located at 115 S. Dickerson Street in Burgaw, NC.
All interested parties are invited to attend; written and oral comments are welcome.

Public Hearing #1 To receive public comments regarding the Town applying for FY2020 CDBG
funding under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act. See full notice on page 4.

November 27th
Annual Burgaw
Christmas Tree Lighting

Public Hearing #2 To receive public comments on a proposal to grant economic development
incentives for Project Bird for the creation of approximately 48 jobs and a new minimum local taxable
investment of $13 million for building and equipment.

November 16th December 17th
Burgaw's Brightest Christmas
Decorating Contest

Public Hearing #3 Consideration of Unified Development Ordinance Text Amendment recommended
by the Planning Board on October 15, 2020 requested by the Burtons to enable the keeping of horses
in the R-20 Zoning District on tracts of land five acres or larger. The request would amend sections 62 Definitions, 8-2 Table of Permitted Uses and 8-4 Use Standards.

December 12th
Burgaw Christmas Parade
December 31st
3rd Annual New Years Eve
Blueberry Drop

Public Hearing #4 Consideration of Unified Development Ordinance Text Amendment recommended
by the Planning Board on October 15, 2020 requested by Robert Kenan, Attorney at Law on behalf of
the Pender County ABC Board to enable a warehouse along with retail and office space at the new
ABC site in Burgaw. The request would amend section 8-2 Table of Permitted Uses.
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DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES

Parks & Recreation Department






Our department would like to thank all the residents that
attended the Spooktacular Drive Thru Trunk or Treat. We
would also like to thank all the volunteers that contributed to
the success of this event. In total, over 200 pounds of candy
were distributed last Saturday! We hope everyone enjoys the
rest of the Halloween season.
Did you know there is a “lost and found” located at our Police
Department? If you or a family member happen to lose items
while visiting one of our parks, please be sure to stop by the
Police Department in order to claim those items. Items will be
held for 30 days after recovery. If you have questions about a
missing item please be sure to contact our department at
(910)-300-6401 or by emailing recreation@burgawnc.gov.
Our department has been holding meetings the last couple of
days to discuss this year’s upcoming Christmas events. Our
department will be releasing information at the beginning of
next week regarding the status of these events. Please contact
our department if you have further questions in the
meantime. We look forward to conducting Christmas as
normal as possible during the current circumstances.

Public Works Department


The drainage project on Ashe street was completed Tuesday by
John, Robert and Ben.



A new master meter was installed at Seven Oaks this week.



Green team was busy throughout town. Hankins and Rotary Parks
were mowed; wells and lift stations were also mowed. The
sidewalks on Bridgers Street were edged and trimmed. Trees
along sidewalks were trimmed as well. The right-of-way all the
way to Wallace was finished up by Robert.





A water leak on Bennett Street near Satchwell Street was repaired
on Wednesday, as well as a sewer cleanout installed on East
Fremont Street.
Matt, Ben and Ben prepped sidewalks on Bridgers Street at
Dickerson Street and Wallace Street. The sidewalk has been
repoured where a fire hydrant had to be replaced due to a car
accident. The sunken sidewalk on West Wallace Street has also
been fixed.

Planning Department


Worked with Manager, Finance Director, Clerk and Public
Works Director on preparing items needed on the upcoming
BOC agenda for the CDBG – I grant.



Worked a great deal of time this week establishing, calling
and sending out invitations to the participants for the four
focus groups on the Courthouse Avenue project meeting the
morning of Wednesday, October 28th at the Depot.



Worked on the Planning Department agenda items for the
Board of Commissioners meeting including two public
hearings (listed on page 1).



The deadline for the November 19th Planning Board Agenda
items is Friday, October 30th at noon. To date, Little Town
Learning Center has filed a text amendment to request
daycares be permitted in B-1. The Creekside final plat
amendment has not been received to date.



Assisted the public with permits, including zoning
certification, and answered questions on permitted uses and
the zoning of property.



Worked with the Permit Technician combining the new UDO
recommended by the Planning Board, required by 160D into
one master document to enable review, and checking of
cross references in the seventeen chapters and two
appendices in preparation of the December Board of
Commissioners’ public hearing.



Worked with the Permit Technician handling complaints and
staying diligent on the notification process and follow up of
complaints.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
EMERGENCY RESPONSE PHONE # 910-470-0457
On-call person this week is: Ben Pell
REMINDER:
This phone is only answered after hours, 4:30PM- 7:30AM
and is for water and sewer emergencies only. Unless
Public Works has been giving prior notice we cannot turn
your water on due to non-payment shut off.
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DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES continued

Inspections Department


Cape Fear Community College has finished their up-grades to the building behind
their recently added facility which was formerly Mojo Music's secondary processing
facility. The back building was upgraded for welding and diesel mechanics.



Pender County Courthouse progress continues to go very well. Many walls are now
being closed up and new HVAC rough-ins are going good.



New residential home permits are up again with 4 new home starting this week.



The decorative lighting for Hwy 53 East shopping center are on go from DOT and
Pike Engineering. Duke Power has materials on hand and the project is set to be
completed by November 1st.



We continue to offer Remote Live inspections to those who are not comfortable
with in person, when approved.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Interior of the
Pender County
Courthouse

New residential home in progress

Police Department


The PD took department pictures to prepare for the upcoming calendar for
2021. The calendar is used as a fundraiser for our outreach programs by the police
department.



We attended an online meeting for the Social Justice Task Force Sub-committee.



If you plan on Trick or Treating on Halloween evening, please observe social
distancing, hand sanitize often, and wear your face coverings. These are safety
measures recommended by health professionals to guard again the spread of
viruses. Also, please be aware of the increased pedestrian traffic and children in
the area.

Fire Department
Thomas Lindsay
FIREFIGHTER
Job Duties: Fight fire, pump
operator, equipment repair,
training



Kids, remind your parents to bring you by next Saturday night for Trick-or-Treat at
the Fire Station! We look forward to seeing all of your creative costumes! Parents,
we have our candy prepackaged for safety.



We responded to 13 incidents over the past week.

How long have you worked for the
Town? 38 years

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS NEEDED

What do you love most about
working with the Town? Ability to
serve the citizens and help people
within the community.

Burgaw Fire Department
is seeking community members to
become volunteer firefighters.

Fun Fact about me: I love to hunt
and go camping.

Excellent training and benefits!
Please come by the fire station or call
259-7494 for more information.
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SPECI AL NOTI CE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
RELATIVE TO APPLICATION
BY TOWN OF BURGAW
FOR FUNDING UNDER THE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1974, AS AMENDED
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Burgaw will conduct a public hearing on November 10 at 4 PM, or as soon thereafter as the
agenda will allow, at the Historic Train Depot, 115 South Dickerson Street, Burgaw, NC 28425 relative to the intention of the Town
to apply for FY2020 CDBG funding under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act.
The Town of Burgaw intends to submit an application for a grant of approximately $1,288,965 in CDBG Infrastructure funds to
rehabilitate approximately 12,829 linear feet of sewer line with the goal of eliminating inflow and infiltration from the area
tributary to the Bus Garage pump station. This will reduce the possibility of future overflows. The proposed project includes
portions of the following areas: West Bridgers Street/Penderlea Highway, Cypress Street, Pine Street, Basden Road, Giles
Marshburn Street, Henry Brown Road, and North Smith Street. Additionally, Giles Marshburn Street and Henry Brown Road will be
surveyed and may or may not be included in the final application.
The following is a tentative list of proposed activities and an estimated budget. The final application will be reviewed at the public
hearing.
Infrastructure Improvements and Grant Administration Estimated Budget is $1,288,965
The proposed project will provide benefits to households, where at least 51% of whom are low- and moderate-income individuals
based on the LMI percentage of the Town. No individuals will be displaced nor will any require temporary relocation assistance as a
result of the proposed project.
Citizens will be given the opportunity to provide oral and written comment on the Town’s past and proposed use of CDBG funds at
the public hearing. All interested citizens are encouraged to attend.
If additional information is needed, please contact the Town Manager, James Gantt at 910-663-3440. Formal written complaints or
comments concerning the application process that are submitted to the Town Manager prior to or following the public hearing will
be responded to within ten working days by Town Manager. A copy of the completed project application will be available for public
review after November 23, 2020, at Town Hall at 109 North Walker Street, Burgaw, NC 28425.
Persons with disabilities or who otherwise need assistance should contact Town Manager, James Gantt, at 910-663-3440 or
jgantt@burgawnc.gov (TDD #711) by November 6, 2020. Accommodations will be made for all who request assistance with
participating in the public hearing.
This information is available in Spanish or any other language upon request. Please contact James Gantt, at 910-663-3440, or at
Town Hall (109 North Walker Street, Burgaw, NC 28425) for accommodations for this request.
Esta información está disponible en español o en cualquier otro idioma bajo petición. Por favor, póngase en contacto con James
Gantt, al 910-663-3440 o en Town Hall (109 North Walker Street, Burgaw, NC 28425), de alojamiento para esta solicitud.
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HI STORI CAL FEATURE OF THE WEEK

The Night Watchman - Part Three
Both Thomas Bowden and Arthur Walker were arrested for the murder of Officer Samuel Brothers, Sr. Even
though Thomas threatened to kill Arthur for speaking to investigators about Thomas pulling the trigger in the early
morning hour of May 6, 1939, it didn’t stop him. The trial began September 20, 1939 with Judge W. H. S.
Burgwyn presiding over the case. The State called several witnesses. As the defense cross-examined the
witnesses they unsuccessfully tried to show that Arthur only implicated Thomas in Sam’s murder because the
officers had promised him immunity. Some of the witnesses in the case were Leola Brothers - Sam’s widow,
Lewis Sparkman who was with Sam prior to the murder, Dr. Taylor who described the wound and also testified
that he had previously loaned Thomas Bowden his 12 gauge shotgun at the latter part of the hunting season, W. R.
Harrell the undertaker, H. B. Smith Highway Patrolman, Susie Walker the wife of Arthur Walker, Isabella
Everette, and Paige and Leslie Padgett.
On September 23, 1939, the jury returned a verdict of guilty of second degree murder and Thomas was sentenced
to 30 years in prison. The defense attorneys immediately gave notice of an appeal and Thomas was placed on a
$20,000 bail. Upon completion of the appeals process, Thomas was committed to Caledonia Prison Camp on
November 3, 1939. Caledonia Prison is located in Halifax County, North Carolina and is one of the oldest state
prisons that opened in 1892 and is still in operation today. Thomas began his 30 year sentence, but Caledonia
would only hold him for three short years.
Check back next Friday for the conclusion of the Night Watchman.
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Halloween Safety Tips from the Burgaw Police Department

Town Hall
109 N. Walker St.
Burgaw, NC 28425
910-259-2151
mail@burgawnc.gov

October 28
West Side

Office Hours

November 4
East Side

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Monday-Friday

November 11
West Side

November 18
East Side

Mayor
Kenneth T. Cowan

November 25
West Side

Mayor Pro Tem
Wilfred Robbins

December 2
East Side

Commissioners
Jan Dawson
James Murphy
Bill George
Vernon Harrell

December 9
West Side
December 16
East Side
December 23
West Side

Town Manager
James H. Gantt

December 30
East Side

Town Clerk
Kristin J. Wells

January 6
West Side
January 13
East Side

Town Attorney
Zachary Rivenbark

January 20
West Side
January 27
East Side

Historic Burgaw Train Depot
Prints by Ivey Hayes
Available for purchase at Town Hall

Get yours today for only $20!

Makes great gifts for your Burgaw friends and family!

